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2009 Temenos Lecturer 
Andrew Wolpert is a scholar of the historical and esoteric aspects of Renaissance Art. His 
profession as teacher of English and literature led him to pursue the connections between 
the literary Renaissance in Britain and the earlier expression of this great artistic beginning 
of our modern age in architecture, sculpture and painting in Italy.  For a number of years 
he worked as course leader at Emerson College in England; he has lectured and written 
extensively on these themes, been co-editor of The Golden Blade magazine and now 
lectures in Japan, Hungary, Germany and Italy, teaching English and introducing the work 
of Rudolf Steiner. 
 
SYDNEY  
 
Saturday 10 October 2pm – ANNUAL TEMENOS LECTURE  
The Love of Light and the Light of Love: A Biography of Turner’s Artistic Inspiration 
Domain Theatre, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Art Gallery Road, The Domain 
 
An unmistakable dynamic discloses itself if we consider a particular sequence in Turner’s 
paintings.  His fascination with the interpenetration of the elements, particularly of the sea, 
and his compositional development reveal the changing effects of light.  But there is more.  
This presentation of Turner’s work will endeavour to show that the artist was also inspired to 
celebrate the redemptive task of Light in Nature, and that his vision expresses and 
develops the greatest spiritual and human ideals of the Romantic literary movement. 
 
Sunday 11 October 5pm 



From Merlin to Prospero: King Arthur, Britain and the World  
Theosophical Society, Theosophy House, 2nd Floor, 484 Kent Street, Sydney 
No bookings required 
 
British folk mythology continues to celebrate Arthur, Joseph of Arimathea, and the Quest of 
the Holy Grail.  Are these elements of Anglo-Saxon culture relevant beyond Britain, and 
can we recognize how the preceding Celtic culture was a preparation for our modern 
consciousness?  Rudolf Steiner spoke extensively on these themes, and this presentation will 
address what this means for us in the 21st century.  Shakespeare’s last and greatest hero 
has an unfinished role in this theme of evolution, and with his elemental energy, Turner 
bears witness to it in his metamorphic use of colour and light. 
 
Tuesday 13 October 7 pm 
Parzival and the Quest for the Holy Grail 
Rudolf Steiner House, 307 Sussex Street, Sydney 
Enquiries 02 9264 5169 or nblackwood@ozemail.com.au 
 
What can this Medieval epic mean for us today? An exploration of this archetypal 
biography in the context of the frustrations, questions and aims we struggle with, and which 
our children will face even more challengingly. 
 
 
CANBERRA 
 
Thursday 15 October 6pm – ANNUAL TEMENOS LECTURE 
The Love of Light and the Light of Love: A Biography of Turner’s Artistic Inspiration 
James O Fairfax Theatre, National Gallery of Australia, Parkes Place, Canberra 
Bookings essential 02 6240 6504 or 02 6240 6537 
 
An unmistakable dynamic discloses itself if we consider a particular sequence in Turner’s 
paintings.  His fascination with the interpenetration of the elements, particularly of the sea, 
and his compositional development reveal the changing effects of light.  But there is more.  
This presentation of Turner’s work will endeavour to show that the artist was also inspired to 
celebrate the redemptive task of Light in Nature, and that his vision expresses and 
develops the greatest spiritual and human ideals of the Romantic literary movement. 
 
Saturday 17 October 7.15pm 
From Merlin to Prospero: King Arthur, Britain and the World  
Senior Resources Centre, Orana School for Rudolf Steiner Education, Hickey Court, Weston 
Enquiries, 02 6288 1495 or marilyn.lewis@gmail.com 
 
British folk mythology continues to celebrate Arthur, Joseph of Arimathea, and the Quest of 
the Holy Grail.  Are these elements of Anglo-Saxon culture relevant beyond Britain, and 
can we recognize how the preceding Celtic culture was a preparation for our modern 
consciousness?  Rudolf Steiner spoke extensively on these themes, and this presentation will 
address what this means for us in the 21st century.  Shakespeare’s last and greatest hero 
has an unfinished role in this theme of evolution, and with his elemental energy, Turner 
bears witness to it in his metamorphic use of colour and light. 



 
 
ADELAIDE 
 
Wednesday 21 October 6pm – ANNUAL TEMENOS LECTURE  
The Love of Light and the Light of Love: A Biography of Turner’s Artistic Inspiration 
Radford Auditorium, Art Gallery of South Australia, North Terrace, Adelaide 
Bookings 08 82077005 
 
An unmistakable dynamic discloses itself if we consider a particular sequence in Turner’s 
paintings.  His fascination with the interpenetration of the elements, particularly of the sea, 
and his compositional development reveal the changing effects of light.  But there is more.  
This presentation of Turner’s work will endeavour to show that the artist was also inspired to 
celebrate the redemptive task of Light in Nature, and that his vision expresses and 
develops the greatest spiritual and human ideals of the Romantic literary movement. 
 
Thursday 22 October 7.30pm 
From Merlin to Prospero – King Arthur, Britain and the World 
Anthroposophical Society, South Australian Branch, 96 Halifax Street, Adelaide   
Enquiries 08 8391 2410 
 
British folk mythology continues to celebrate Arthur, Joseph of Arimathea, and the Quest of 
the Holy Grail.  Are these elements of Anglo-Saxon culture relevant beyond Britain, and 
can we recognize how the preceding Celtic culture was a preparation for our modern 
consciousness?  Rudolf Steiner spoke extensively on these themes, and this presentation will 
address what this means for us in the 21st century.  Shakespeare’s last and greatest hero 
has an unfinished role in this theme of evolution, and with his elemental energy, Turner 
bears witness to it in his metamorphic use of colour and light. 
 
MELBOURNE 
 
Saturday 24 October 11am – ANNUAL TEMENOS LECTURE  
The Love of Light and the Light of Love: A Biography of Turner’s Artistic Inspiration 
Clemenger BBDO Auditorium 
NGV International 
180 St Kilda Road, Melbourne 
Bookings 03 8662 1555, event code: P08140 
 
An unmistakable dynamic discloses itself if we consider a particular sequence in Turner’s 
paintings.  His fascination with the interpenetration of the elements, particularly of the sea, 



and his compositional development reveal the changing effects of light.  But there is more.  
This presentation of Turner’s work will endeavour to show that the artist was also inspired to 
celebrate the redemptive task of Light in Nature, and that his vision expresses and 
develops the greatest spiritual and human ideals of the Romantic literary movement. 
 
Sunday 25 October 2pm  
From Merlin to Prospero: King Arthur, Britain and the World  
Swinburne Conference Centre, Room TD121 Lecture Theatre, Swinburne University 
Ground floor, TD Building, Park Street, Hawthorn 
Bookings essential, Gisela 03 9723 9596 or email anthroposophic@gmail.com 
 
British folk mythology continues to celebrate Arthur, Joseph of Arimathea, and the Quest of 
the Holy Grail.  Are these elements of Anglo-Saxon culture relevant beyond Britain, and 
can we recognize how the preceding Celtic culture was a preparation for our modern 
consciousness?  Rudolf Steiner spoke extensively on these themes, and this presentation will 
address what this means for us in the 21st century.  Shakespeare’s last and greatest hero 
has an unfinished role in this theme of evolution, and with his elemental energy, Turner 
bears witness to it in his metamorphic use of colour and light. 
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Image credit:  Norham Castle – Tate / Jean Pierre-Simon, The Tempest. Prospero, Miranda, 
Caliban and Ariel, Art Gallery of New South Wales 
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